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A Forgettable 2020! 
January 11, 2020!  Beaumont & District Agricultural Society 
(BADAS) members celebrated 30 years of existence at the 30th 
Anniversary Gala & AGM.  Such a good start to the year, then in 
March – Boom!  Something called “COVID-19 pandemic” hit.  
The 2020 year will forever be remembered as the year of COVID.  
Will anyone remember the promising start to our 31st year? 

With first news of the pandemic, followed shortly by Government 
of Alberta COVID-19 restrictions and protocols, BADAS staff, 
Board members and event organizers were wondering “What will 
this mean for our planned events?”  The first event to be cancelled 
was Beaumont Clinic & Derby, a good fundraiser for co-hosts 
BADAS and Clearwater Valley Pony Club (CVPC), scheduled for 
the 3rd weekend in May.  Then Beaumont Town & Country Daze, 
including the Parade annually hosted by BADAS in June, was 
postponed to early September, then eventually cancelled.  
Organizers chose to cancel Rural Roots Fair (RRF) 2020 early in the 
planning process because finding sponsors, critical to the success 
of this free event, became increasingly difficult as uncertainty 
mounted.  Seven other equine events hosted by BADAS partners 
and clients were also cancelled in 2020.  The only facility to remain 
open throughout was the Gerry Patsula Community Gardens 
(CPCG). 

Continue reading for details on these and other stories from 2020.  
Consider this Newsletter as the annual report for BADAS.  Then 
join the virtual Annual General Meeting on January 20. 

 MERRY CHRISTMAS AND HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL!  

Development Committee 
G O B E I L  H E R I T A G E  B A R N  P R O J E C T  N E W S  

Work on the Gobeil Heritage Barn (GHB) Project moved very 
slowly in 2020.  An internal steel stabilizing structure, still to be 
added, will provide structural support for both upper and lower 
floors while allowing for clear-span space on the lower floor.  
Engineering specs for this internal skeleton were checked, 
rechecked and modified in 2019 and 2020; permits are being 
sought for installation. 

As for fundraising, BADAS received an Alberta Agriculture & 
Forestry (AAF) grant for energy efficiency upgrades in 2019.  It 
was spent on 24 energy efficient windows and a garage-style door 
for the GHB.  The windows were produced and delivered to the 
Fairground and are being stored for future installation.  The 
Beaumont Community Grant Program awarded $10,000 for 
additional doors in the GHB.  Funds received so far (80%) have 
been deferred to 2021.  A detailed application to the Community 
Facility Enhancement Program (CFEP) for a grant to undertake 
major GHB renovations was unsuccessful.  

MAG N AN  HOUSE  MOV ED TO T HE FAI RG RO UN D  

The Magnan House, graciously donated by Roger and Alice Magnan 
of Beaumont, was moved to the Fairground on Oct. 29.  Built in 
1919, the Magnan House at one time housed the Beaumont post 
office, a service station at another time, and was home to the 
Magnan family for 78 years although they were not the original 
owners.  This move was undertaken and sponsored by McConnell 
Building Movers Inc of Millet, AB.  The Magnan House will be 
located just east of the Y-split in our internal roadway, across from 
the Storage Building.  It will become part of a Heritage Farmstead 
planned for that area.  The structure will be slid from its moving 
beams onto a pony-wall foundation (half-basement) to be 
constructed in the spring.  Plans are for the House to become the 
office headquarters for BADAS. 

Plans are still in place to bring the Gobeil Grain Elevator, donated 
by Marcel and Juliette Gobeil, along with funds to build a new 
foundation and move the unique structure to the Fairground.  
This building was hand-built by Marcel’s family in the mid 1900s 
and was used for decades to store and process grains and animal 
feeds.  Once at the BADAS Fairground, the Elevator will be 
positioned near the GHB and used mainly for educational 
purposes and to facilitate access to its upper floor. 

Donations of time (labour) or funds to support these community 
development initiatives are most welcome.  We would discuss 
options for your involvement and the benefits we can offer to you 

by way of tax receipts.  Give us a call.  

http://www.beaumontagsociety.com/
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Operations Committee 
Operations Manager Dennis Madu performed most of the 
maintenance and grounds-keeping work.  Nuisance pocket 
gophers were exhausted, supplies and services were 
monitored/ordered, garbage and manure were cleaned up, grass 
and weeds were mowed and trimmed, equipment was repaired 
and serviced, and buildings were maintained.  Mowing was 
delayed with excessive rain in late June through early August but 
was eventually completed in September.  Thank you to those 
volunteers that helped keep the Fairground in tip-top shape. 

All major events usually held at the Fairground were cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.  One new event, a mini 
blues & roots music festival hosted by Beaumont Blues & Roots 
Festival Society on Sep 5, proved successful.  Designed to handle 
about 200 people under stringent COVID protocols, this event 
can serve as a model for other small events in the future. 

FACILITY BOOKINGS 

Equine use of the Fairground normally generates the most 
bookings, user numbers and rental/fee revenue.  This trend held 
in 2020 but numbers were bleak compared to previous years. 

❖ Total number of equine bookings in 2020 – 47; 
49% fewer bookings than in 2019.  19 were cancelled. 

❖ Logged rider-days for the year – 183; 78% fewer equine 
rider-days than in 2019. 

Twelve equine events (clinics, competitions, testing, etc.) were 
booked in 2020; all were cancelled due to COVID-19.  Seven 
other bookings were cancelled due to mainly weather conditions.  
The sand ring arenas (show rings) were not booked at all in 2020. 

Equine bookings started at the end of May in 2020 once COVID-
19 protocols were put in place.  Then very wet weather conditions 
had a devastating effect on equine usage of the grounds from late 
June through July.  A canine group – Hound Sense – used the 
Fairground twice for tracking classes.  

Finance Committee & Finances 
The Finance Committee oversees budgeting, grant applications, 
fundraising efforts, and review of financial activity for BADAS.  
A financial report with draft 2021 budget is printed on page 4. 

REVENUE: Revenue for BADAS from all sources in 2020 was 
roughly 40% lower when compared to the 2019 fiscal year and to 
the previous 5-year average.  Cancellation of events and 
fundraisers due to COVID affected BADAS revenue the most.  
Let us examine these trends in terms of the 2 major types of 
revenue that BADAS receives. 

Ongoing Revenue –is income that is expected annually, such as 
government operating grants, facility user fees, membership, etc.: 

• Annual operating grants from AB Agriculture & Forestry, 
Leduc County, and the City of Beaumont ($36,032) – 
about the same as last year and the 5-year average. 

• Facility Rentals/Fees ($9,864) – 35% lower than last year, 
and 46% lower than the previous 5-year average. 

• Special Events/Fundraisers ($747) – $49,000 lower than in 
2019 and $22,600 lower than the last 5-year average. 

• Memberships ($1,720) – 20% lower than in 2019 but about 
the same as the previous 5-year average. 

Intermittent Revenue – is not expected annually and comes from 
sources that require an application (e.g., subsidies, grants for 
specific projects), AGLC events, or the good will of members and 
vendors.  The Casino that BADAS hosts every 3 to 4 years is a 
perfect example.  Four intermittent sources of income really 
boosted BADAS finances in 2020: 

• City of Beaumont Community Grant Program ($4,200) – 
BADAS was awarded funds for land improvements 
involving the gardens, roadways, parking lot, and sand ring 
arenas.  A 2nd such grant ($10,000) was received for doors 
for the GHB, but the funds were deferred to 2021. 

• Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS, $10,139) – a 
federal government relief program for businesses and non-
profits that suffered revenue loss due to COVID.  BADAS 
applied for 6 claim periods (April through September) in 
FY20, receiving 82% subsidy towards our payroll.  
Application to support October payroll was made in FY21.  
CEWS is currently slated to continue until June 2021. 

• Advertising & Promotion (i.e., sponsorship, $12,500) – 
McConnell Building Movers Inc. sponsored the cost of 
moving the Magnan House with $25,000, half of which was 
logged to FY20, and the other half recorded in FY21. 

• Donations ($7,755) – were much higher than in 2019, but 
about 40% lower than the previous 5-year average. 

EXPENSES: Operating costs in FY20 pretty much reflect revenue 
trends – about 40% lower than in 2019.  The main reason – 
cancellation of events and fundraisers due to COVID.  Volunteer 
expenses were low.  Contract staff reduced billing by 50%. 

Capital expenses in 2019-20 totaled $55,276.  These included 
down payment on a Kubota zero-turn mower, and purchase of a 
Kodiak 6-foot rototiller and a laptop computer.  A roadway was 
constructed along the GPCG, gravel brought in for the roadways 
and parking lot, 24 windows and an overhead door bought for the 
GHB, and the Magnan House moved to the Fairground. 

BOTTOM-LINE: Operationally, BADAS survived 2020 and should 
continue to do so.  On the other hand, continuing capital 
development may be delayed until new revenue is available.  

Promotions and Membership 
MEMBERSHIP:  BADAS membership dipped to near the 

long-term average of 150 members – 119 Full (adult), 7 Junior 

(12-18 years old), and 22 Lifetime for a total of 148 in 2020.  

Renew your membership for 2020-21 online (see our website 

after Jan. 1) or by filling in the form on page 5 and sending it with 

fees to the Ag Society.  Sign up family members this year, and 

please pass the word around about membership.  Visit our new 

BADAS website or find us on Facebook!  

Figure 1. Drone view of Magnan House location, courtesy of Ace Vegetation. 
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M A J O R  E V E N T S  C O M I N G  I N  2 0 2 1  

FOR UP-TO-DATE DETAILS, CHECK www.beaumontagsociety.com 

JANUARY 20TH – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (AGM) VIA ZOOM 

MAY 15 – CROSS-COUNTRY & STADIUM JUMPING CLINICS 

MAY 16 – BEAUMONT DERBY 

JUNE 5-6 – BEAUMONT HORSE TRIALS 

JUNE 11-13 – BEAUMONT TOWN AND COUNTRY DAZE WEEKEND 

JUNE 12 – TOWN & COUNTRY DAZE PARADE, HOSTED BY BADAS 

AUGUST 28-29 – RURAL ROOTS FAIR (RRF) 2021  

L A S T  Y E A R ’ S  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S  

Richard Ferguson President 

Mona Kuzemchuk Secretary 

Lois Watson Treasurer 

Grant Tolley 1st Vice-President 

Loretta Martin 2nd Vice-President 

Raven Anaka Director 

Rod Ingram Director 

Adelle Madu Director 

Mary-Ann McDonald Director 

Jim Nesom Director 

Sally Olson Director 

Terra Pombert Director 

Linda Robinson Director 

Ron Rose Director 

Harry Zuzak Director 

Your Ag Society thanks the Councils and Administration of 
Leduc County and City of Beaumont for their contributions in 
2020!  Many thanks to departing Treasurer Lois Watson and 
Director Jim Nesom for their volunteer service to BADAS.  

G E R R Y  P A T S U L A  C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N S  

( G P C G )  N E W S  –  b y  R i c h a r d  F e r g u s o n  

I would like to thank all volunteers – this year we had more 
volunteer help than ever before!  This is a good indicator of a 
successful and vibrant community garden.  Many thanks to the 
garden team for their assistance this year.  I look forward to 
working with them again next year.  Thank you everyone! 

Gardening this past summer was incredibly challenging due to 
all the rain we received and the lack of sunshine.  Our desire is 
that there be less rain and more sun for the 2021 gardening 
season, and that we can all enjoy a great harvest. 

All the rain we had over the last two years has shown us that the 
soil requires some assistance to become healthy.  We closed the 
garden a week early this year so that we could start the process 
of improving the soil.  This is not an overnight solution and will 
take 3 to 4 years.  We started by tilling in 2 inches of organic 
material this fall and will do so for the next 3 years. 

We also were able to lay down some gravel on the roadway along 
the west side of the garden so that gardeners on the north and 
west sides will be able access their plots easier.  There are other 
changes coming in the next 3-4 years.  I look forward to seeing 
all of you in the spring. 

The online garden plot application system will open the first 
week of March 2021.  Questions or comments?  Please email 
Richard Ferguson at gpcgadmin@beaumontagsociety.com.  

C L E A R W A T E R  V A L L E Y  P O N Y  C L U B  –  2 0 2 0  

Clearwater Valley Pony Club (CVPC) celebrated our 52nd year as 
a branch of Canadian Pony Club.  Sadly, the COVID-19 
pandemic forced cancelation of our annual Beaumont Horse 
Trials at the BADAS Fairground, which was planned for June 6 
& 7, 2020.  CVPC and co-host BADAS also cancelled the annual 
Beaumont Clinic and Derby on the May long weekend. 

CVPC is optimistic for 2021 and are organizing Clinic and Derby 
on May 15 & 16, Beaumont Horse Trials on June 5 & 6. 

CVPC had 4 active members and 1 Horsemaster and participated 
in riding lessons and attended Camp in August, which followed 
AHS protocols.  Sadly, there was no testing of Pony Club levels 
in 2020.  We want to thank BADAS for their continued support 
of our members and for use of their great facilities.  

P O T E N T I A L  S A L E  O F  F A I R G R O U N D  L A N D  
Formed in 1990, BADAS is a not-for-profit community group 
offering agri-recreational facilities, services and events to 
residents of the Beaumont region.  BADAS purchased the 71.3-
acre Fairground parcel in 2000; its mortgage was retired in 2011. 

Over the last 20 years, prized equine facilities and a thriving 
community garden were built.  Facility growth persists with the 
GHB and a heritage farmstead anchored by the Magnan House. 

Getting funds to continue development is always an issue.  In 
2014, a developer offered to purchase the Fairground parcel.  
BADAS chose not to sell any land for at least 5 years, and to 
retain at least 15-20 acres as a Fairground for GPCG, GHB, the 
heritage farmstead, etc.  Today with mounting pressure for 
residential expansion on 3 sides and the wish for more land for 
equestrian users, sale of some land is a viable option. 

On November 17, BADAS made a presentation to Beaumont 
Council offering the City ‘first right of refusal’ on possible sale 
of the northern 40-45 acres of the Fairground.  It came with a 
request to continue agri-recreational and cultural use of the land.  
The Board is seeking approval to continue pursuing sale of this 
property.  Should a land sale be pending, a special meeting of the 
membership will be called to seek final approval.  

Figure 2. Drone view of GPCG, courtesy of Ace Vegetation. 

http://www.beaumontagsociety.com/
mailto:gpcgadmin@beaumontagsociety.com
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Fairground Development Financial Report 

 Actual Budget 

Maintenance Equipment 5,676 0 

Garden/Tillage Equipment 3,070 1,500 
Roads, Landscaping, Parking Lot 3,101 1,300 
Gobeil Heritage Barn Project 15,226 50,000 
Gobeil Elevator/Magnan House 25,784 25,000 

Buildings/Structures/Bleachers 0 0 
X-C Course jumps 0 10,000 

Electrical/Electronics 2,420 0 

Tractor w/ loader (~60 hp) (dwnpymt) 0 0 

Other Structures/Equipment 0 0 

TOTALS $55,276 $87,800 

Notes:  In 2020, BADAS purchased a Kubota Zero-Turn mower, 
Kodiak 6-foot rototiller, 24 energy efficient windows and an overhead 
door for the GHB, a Dell laptop computer with accessories, and a 
GoPro 8 Black camera with accessories.  In addition, the Magnan 
House was moved to the Fairground. 

Treasurer’s Report & Budget 
The Treasurer’s report for fiscal year 2019-20 (Actual $) and 
general budget (Budget $) for 2020-21 are presented below.  
Financial reports (Actual 2019-20, Budget 2020-21) for 
Fairground Development and Fairground Operations are also 
presented.  Review engagement year-end financial statements 
prepared by an accountant will also be presented at the AGM. 

Treasurer’s Report with Budget 

GENERAL ACCOUNT: ACTUAL ($) BUDGET ($) 

Revenue:   

 Interest 64 50 
 AAF Annual Op Grant 26,032 27,000 
 Municipal Op Grants 10,000 10,000 
 Special Project Grants 4,200 10,000 

 CEWS 10,139 3,000 
 Capital grants (e.g. CIP) 0 26,000 
 Membership 1,720 1,900 

 Facility Rentals/Fees 9,864 12,000 
 Fundraisers/Special Events 747 8,000 
 Advert/Promotion (Sponsor) 12,700 12,500 
 Donations 7,755 26,000 

 Exp. Recovery/Misc. 100 550 

Op. Revenue Subtotals $83,320 $137,000 

 GST Rebate (not income) 4,259 4,490 

 Effective bank balance* 11,725 8,157 

 Deferred Income 11,200 0 

 Loan or Line-of-Credit 9,396 27,000 
Revenue TOTALS $119,900 $176,647 

Expenses:   

 Land Improvements 2,760 1,000 
 Fairground Operations 11,161 13,500 

 Labour Payroll/WCB 15,360 16,500 
 Contract Staff 5,000 5,000 
 Office Supplies/Postage 506 600 
 Telecom 0 0 

 Website Maint. / Dev. 4,618 2,000 
 Advertising & Promotion 180 2,000 
 Feasibility/Planning Study 0 750 
 Edu/Aware/Leadership 350 1,500 

 Member/Staff Courses 50 200 
 Bank Charges/Interest 1,009 1,050 
 Membership (AAAS) 300 300 

 Accounting Fees 3,420 3,450 
 GST 50% add back 823 3,200 
 Legal Fees 0 500 
 Insurance (liab./prop.) 3,696 4,000 

 Fundraiser/Event Expenses 3,432 7,500 
 Volunteer/Casino Expenses 224 800 
 AAAS Convention/Mtgs 3,317 2,500 

 Awards/Prizes 0 400 
 Room/Space Rental 222 250 
 Misc./Donations/Bad Debt 1 200 

Op. Expenses Subtotals $56,427 $67,200 

 Fairgrounds Development 55,276 87,800 
 Loan principal payments 16,429 16,429 
Expenses TOTALS $128,132 $171,429 

   
Operations Net (Subtotals) $26,893 $69,800 

Combined Net (TOTALS) ($8,233) $5,218 
 

EFFECTIVE BANK BALANCE* AS OF OCTOBER 31, 2020: 

 Net Amount Available – all bank accounts 8,157 

 Total $8,157 

 *Effective Bank Balance, or Cash-On-Hand, is the sum of 
bank account balances PLUS outstanding Accounts Receivable 
LESS outstanding Accounts Payable at year-end. 

 

Fairground Operations Financial Report 

 Actual Budget 

Utilities (power, toilets, garbage, water) 3,737 4,000 

Fuel/lubricants 2,544 2,500 
General maintenance 1,159 500 
Maint./repair – buildings & structures 284 2,000 
Maint./repair – GPCG 698 1,000 

Maint./repair – Equipment 1,896 1,700 
Equipment rental 0 300 
Non-cap. equipment, supplies, sundries 842 1,500 

TOTALS $11,161 $13,500 

Notes:  Total actual 2019-20 expenses and budget amount for 2020-21 
transferred to ‘Fairground Operations’ line in the Treasurer’s Report.  
Payroll, Contract Staff, and Insurance are separate line items. 
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Membership (Fiscal) Year: 2020-21 

Family Name:   First Name (main contact):   

Mailing Address: Box/Street: «SurfExp»  City:  «Aspect» 

  Postal Code:   

Email (Main):   Telephone (Main):   

 

Individual (Family Member) Name Membership Type Individual Email Office Use 

Surname First Name (Required*) Address (Optional) Only 

  Full     
Repeat main contact name on first line; 

list family members on following lines  

  Full   or Junior     

  Full   or Junior     

  Full   or Junior     

  Full   or Junior     

  Full   or Junior     

  Full   or Junior     

Payment Details: 

Enclosed/attached: Cheque  Cash/Coin  Amount: $  

Contact Information:  Please provide contact information, under one name (e.g. Smith, Betty) for mailings, telephone, 
and email contact.  Individual member names (family list) will be linked to the family name via the telephone 
number.  Individual email addresses can be used for email messages if requested. 

P l e a s e  P R I N T  C L E A R L Y  &  a v o i d  f o l l o w - u p  c a l l s / e m a i l s ! « S i t e N o t e s »  

Membership Type (Age Group) – each member: 
• Junior  – Youth (age 12 to 18) OR 

• Full  – Regular (adult over 18) 

Privacy Policy:  Membership data collected and held by the Beaumont & District Agricultural Society will be used 
only for contacting and informing members regarding Ag Society matters.  The Board of Directors and 
administrative staff/volunteers will make all reasonable efforts to protect digital copies of the membership 
database, and not distribute or supply same to outside individuals or organizations. 

Board of Directors names and contact information are supplied on paper to the Agricultural Societies Program, 
Alberta Agriculture and Forestry, and Canada Revenue Agency. 

Office Use Only: Membership Fee Received by   

Date Received:   Date Logged:   Payment Processed:  

Renewal  New  Revision  Club Affiliation:   

Delivery Information: Return this completed form, along with the correct fee, to an official of the Ag Society, or 
mail to:  Beaumont & District Agricultural Society 

  5010A – 52 Avenue 
   Beaumont, Alberta T4X 1E5 

Membership Fees: 
• Full (Adult) – $15.00 

• Junior membership – $10.00 

• Family rate (3 or more family members) – $30.00 

ONLINE MEMBERSHIP REGISTRATION OPTION 
Refer to the BADAS website – www.beaumontagsociety.com on the Contact and Join Us page 

for guidelines and a live link to our membership registration form on Karelo.com. 

Individual Members: 

http://www.beaumontagsociety.com/
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COVID-19 is all around!  So gatherings 

like this will not be happening soon 

To be safe, our 2021 Annual General Meeting 
(AGM) will be virtual – via ZOOM 

When: Wednesday, January 20, 2021 

Time: 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Where: Via ZOOM – watch for more information 

Questions?  Contact Bruce Walker: admin@beaumontagsociety.com 

Why participate?  You should be interested, as a member of our Society, in its 
activities and operations.  Find out how our Society faired during the most 

unusual year of its existence.  Have a say in its future.  If you have some ideas 

for the Society, consider this as a way to share them with other members. 

Need more incentive?  How about the opportunity to win a 2021 garden plot 
rental, or a $100 Sobeys gift card, or 2 lbs. of BADAS honey? 

mailto:admin@beaumontagsociety.com

